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EPA Finalizes Greenhouse Gas Permit for Voestalpine Iron Production Plant  
$740M facility in San Patricio Co., TX, will bring 1,400 construction jobs and  

150 permanent jobs 
  
DALLAS – (June 16, 2014) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a final greenhouse 

gas (GHG) Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) construction permit to Voestalpine for an iron 

production plant in San Patricio County, TX. The facility’s process for producing iron will use minimal 

natural gas and will be 40 percent more efficient than traditional methods. The permit is another in the series 

of permits drafted by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and issued by EPA under a 

program to facilitate timely permitting for applicants in the State of Texas. 
 

“Voestalpine shows energy efficiency is a common-sense strategy for success, not just in business but for the 

environment as well,” said Regional Administrator Ron Curry. “The joint EPA and TCEQ permitting program 

is helping Texas business grow while building greener plants.” 

 

The plant will reduce iron ore pellets, which will be used as raw material input at steel mills. The direct 

reduced iron process will use only clean-burning natural gas instead of solid fossil fuels. The estimated project 

cost is $740 million and will bring 1,400 construction jobs to the area. Once complete, the facility will create 

around 150 permanent jobs. 

 

In June 2010, EPA finalized national GHG regulations, which specify that beginning on January 2, 2011, 

projects that increase GHG emissions substantially will require an air permit.  

 

EPA believes states are best equipped to run GHG air permitting programs. Texas is working to replace a 

federal implementation plan with its own state program, which will eliminate the need for businesses to seek 

air permits from EPA. This action will increase efficiency and allow for industry to continue to grow in 

Texas. 

 

EPA has finalized 43 GHG permits in Texas, proposed an additional six permits, and currently has 21 

additional GHG permit applications under review and permit development in Texas.   

 

For all of the latest information on GHG permits in Texas please visit: 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/r6/Apermit.nsf/AirP  

 

Connect with EPA Region 6:  

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eparegion6   

On Twitter: https://twitter.com/EPAregion6  

Activities in EPA Region 6: http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region6.htm   
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